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rent due by a tenant. The landlord's Common Law right
of distress as it existed originally, was a right to seize
whatever movables were to be found on the premises out
of which the rent issued and retain them until the rent
was paid, but in the course of ages a multiplicity of
exceptions has been grafted on to the original rule and in
addition many important alterations have been imported
by statute.
In 1689 a revolutionary change was brought about, by
the enactment that in cases of distress for rent upon a
demise, the landlord might sell the distress, i.e., the goods
distrained, unless they were replevied within five days (v).
Under the Common Law it was immaterial that the
goods seized were not the goods of the tenant, and there-
fore goods lent or hired to the tenant or a lodger or any
relative of either or the goods of a stranger which were
upon the premises at the time of the distress, might be
lost without redress, unless they came within the
exceptions which will be referred to later (ze>).
(A)  THE LAW  OF  DISTRESS AMENDMENT  ACT
This position has been very considerably altered by the
Law of Distress Amendment Act, 1908 (x), which by
section 8 (y) repeals and supersedes the Lodgers' Goods
Protection Act, 1871 (wherever and so far as applicable)
and which is of the very greatest importance in all cases
where goods on hire or hire-purchase are seized under a
distress for rent.
The Act provides machinery whereby certain under-
tenants, lodgers and other persons (e.g., owners of goods
let on hire or hire-purchase), not being tenants of any part
of the premises and not having any beneficial interest
(v) Distress Act, 1689, s. 1 ;  5 Halsbury's Statutes 140.
(w) See infra, pp. 200 et seq.
(x) The operation of this Act is affected by the Hire-Purchase Act,
1938, s. 16. See post, p. 200.
(y) 5 Halsbury's Statutes 163 ; Appendix E, p. 357.

